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Chilean government officials recently denied reports by the head of the Russian Secret Service that
it currently possesses chemical weapons manufactured as part of a clandestine program during the
regime of Gen. Augusto Pinochet (1973-1990). According to reports carried by international wire
services and published in Chilean newspapers on Jan. 28, Yevgueni Primakov, chief of the Russian
Secret Service, said that Chile has built, and is currently storing, chemical warheads and bombs.
Primakov added that during the Pinochet regime the military began investigating nuclear weapons
technology. The chemical weapons were reportedly built by the military in response to the nuclear
programs underway in Argentina and Brazil. In response, Chilean Nuclear Energy Commission
executive director German Piderit told reporters in Santiago that "Chile does not currently possess
nor does it have plans to obtain arms of mass destruction, such as indicated by official Russian
sources." Piderit added that the Chilean military has not produced "anything" related to nuclear
weapons. Acting foreign minister Edmundo Vargas reiterated the denial that Chile has ever built,
or that it possesses, chemical or nuclear weapons. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 01/28/93,
01/29/93; Agence France-Presse, 01/29/93)
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